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Preface 
The present special issue contains mathematical papers selected from those presented at the 
Eighth International Conference on Numerical Methods and Computational Mechanics 
(NMCM98) held in Miskolc, Hungary, August 24-27, 1998. This conference was the latest in 
a series of international conferences initiated by one of the leading Hungarian mathematicians, 
Professor P&l R6zsa, who organized and chaired the first six conferences. Initially, the confer- 
ences focused on mathematics with an emphasis on the theory and applications of differential 
equations and numerical algebra. Their scope gradually widened to formally include, for the first 
time in 1994, computational mechanics. The seventh conference (NMCM96), chaired by Pro- 
fessor Ivo BabuSka, was a satellite conference to the second European Congress of Mathematics 
held in Budapest July 21-27, 1996. The conference emphasized the interdisciplinary nature of 
numerical methods and computational mechanics and the importance of mathematical concepts 
in the development, of numerical methods to achieve quality, reliability, and efficiency in numer- 
ical simulation. Papers devoted to numerical mathematics from the conference NMCM96 were 
published, among others, in this journal (Volume 38, Number 9/10, 1999-guest editors B. Szab6, 
A. Gal&a& and G. Szeidl). 
The goal of NMCM98 is similar to that of NMCM96: to provide a forum to researchers working 
in the interrelated fields of numerical methods and computational mechanics to discuss recent 
developments, current problems and challenges and explore new approaches to interdisciplinary 
problem solving in numerical simulation. 
We are particularly grateful to Professors Wolfgang Wendland, Erwin Stein, and Herbert Mang 
for their service on the International Science Committee and for having provided advice and 
support, in the course of preparations. 
The guest editors highly appreciate the work of those colleagues all over the world who took 
part in the review of the papers. They have rendered a great service to the prospective authors, 
especially to the young specialists, by their constructive criticism and advice. 
Our special thanks to Professor Ervin Rodin for the opportunity to publish selected conference 
papers on numerical methods in this special issue. 
We would also like to thank the sponsors: the JBnos Bolyai Mathematical Society, The Central 
European Association for Computational Mechanics, The Hungarian Academy of Sciences, the 
University of Miskolc, and the Miskolc Committee of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. 
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